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Gorahai. On the I5th rain continued. It was decided
to attack by foot under the cover of the Somaliland
aviation.
Tafere Katama and Shellabo were simultaneously attacked
by the Dubats, the Somali irregulars who held the Italian
frontier posts of Moustahil and Ferfer which faced these
two objectives.
The Dubats, sly as cats in the bush, crept up to Tafere
Katama : when they were in position in the cover surround-
ing the fort to the south, below the rocky hill, the fort was
bombed intensively by ten planes. The Ethiopians scattered
and hid, as they had been instructed to do : and the bandas
rushed in with machine-guns. The fight lasted for two
hours with severe losses on both sides, but the Ethiopians,
caught by surprise and scattered, were outnumbered and
out-machine-gunned. Shellabo, a much smaller post, fell
in exactly the same way—the same number of planes,
the same number of Dubats.
The occupation of Shellabo on the road behind the
frontier post ought to have cut off the survivors of Tafere
Katama. But many of these struggled through the bush,
with water only from the Webbe Shebeli in their small
gourds, until they reached Gorahai, a journey that took them
seven days. Whether it was true or not, Afewerk reported
that two of the planes that attacked Tafere Katama were
shot down when they flew low to machine-gun the camp.
Something happened which prevented the planes from
stooping over Gorahai or any of the Ogaden camps again.
They had machine-gunned Gorahai in their first raid. Now
they kept at a safe altitude—three thousand feet or more.
Gabridihari, behind Gorahai, was bombed. All the posts
on either side of it, Gerlogubi, Tafere Katama, Shellabo,
had fallen. Afewerk's scouts reported that the waterhole
at Maranale had been taken, only a few kilometres from
Gorahai where the old Italian road from Ferfer joins the
Ethiopian track to Gerlogubi. New small arms and
ammunition, the pick of the material which had come in
from Berbera when the arms embargo wTas abandoned, were
sent down to Gorahai, together with a few more men.
The Italians wrote afterwards of the anti-tank guns and
the sixty machine-guns that Afewerk had at Gorahai. The
only anti-tank gun was the Oerlikon that he handled. His

